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! During the conflict, due to different approaches of the Georgian and Ossetian sides in using the name — Tskhinvali
Region and South Ossetia respectively, a compromise formula was offered by the International Community — “Status of
internally displaced personsand refugees from Abkhazia, Georgia, and the Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia,
Georgia”, the UN General Assembly Resolution 64/296, September 7, 2010.

2 Weller, M. (2009) Contested Statehood (Kosovo’s struggle for Independence), OUP, p.39; Rich, R. (1993) Recognition
of Sates, the Collapse of Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union, in: European Journal of International Law, 36, p.61.
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3 EC Press Statement, Luxemburg, 15 June 1992, cited from: Grammatikas, V. (2009) Kosovo vs. South Ossetia?
(Modern Palitics of Secession and International Law), Journal of International Law (Thilis State University) no.1,
2009, p.33, available at: http://www.law.tsu.geffiles/Publications/Journal %201 nternational %20Law_N1_2009.pdf.
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International_recognition_of Kosovo#States which formally recognise Kosovo as independent.
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5 Statement by Condoleezza Rice on Recognition of Kosovo as Independent State (February 18, 2008), available at:
http// www. america.gov/st/texttrans — English/2008/February/20080218150254bpuh5.512637e-02.html.

6 Available at: http://archive.kremlin.ru/eng/speeches/2008/07/03/1850 type82916 203509.shtml.

7 Speech at the Meeting with Russian ambassadors and Permanent Representatives to International Organizations July
15, 2008, available at: http://www.kremlin.ru/eng/speeches/2008/07/15/1121,type82912 typeB84779 204155html.
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8 Press conference of the President of the Russian Federation, 31.01.2006, available at:
http//www.kremlin.ru/eng/text/speeches/2006/01/31/0953 _type82917 100901html.

9 See avery detailed anatomy of the Russian attempts to legally justify the intervention into and occupation of Georgia,
in: Allison, R. (2009) The Russian Case of Military Intervention in Georgia: International Law Norms and Political
Calculation in European Security, vol. 18, N2, June, p. 174, available at: http://dxdoioig/1080/0966283093468734

10 Statement by President of the Russian Federation, Dmitry Medvedev (August 26, 2008), available at:
http://archive.kremlin.ru/eng/text/speeches/2008/08/26/1543 type82912 205752.shtml#.
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11 Cassese, A. (2008) The Wolf that ate Georgia, Monday, September 01, 2008, available
at:http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/sept/01/georgia.russial ?qusrc=rss& feed=worldnews

12 Borgan, Ch., (2010) States and International Law: The problems of self-deter mination, cessation and recognition; in:
International Law for International Relations, (Basak Cali, ed.), Chapter 9, p.209.

18Seefn9, at p.174

14 On December 2, 2008, the Council of the European Union entrusted Ambassador Heidi Tagliavini, a Swiss diplomat
to establish an “Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on the Conflict in Georgia” (hereinafter — IIFFM). The
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Mission, composed of 19 independent members, was tasked “to investigate the origins and the course of the conflict in
Georgia, including with regard to international law, humanitarian law and human right”. On September 30, 2009 the
IIFFM submitted the Report (hereinafter — the IIFFM Report) to the establishing body.
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%0 See avery comprehensive and detailed analyses of the Kosovo case and bibliography covering period up to 2009
attached — Weller, M. (2009) Contested Statehood (Kosovo’s struggle for Independence), OUP.

L Mullerson, R., (2009) Precedents in the Mountains; on parallels and Uniqueness of the Cases of K osovo, South
Ossetia and Abkhazia — Chinese Journal of International Law vol.8, N1 p.2-25; Borgan, Ch., The Language of Law and
the Practice of Palitics: Great Powers and the Rhetoric of Self-Determination in the Cases of Kosovo and South Ossetia,
Chicago Journal of International Law July 2009; see also footnote 13; Nussberger, A., (2009) “The War between Russia
and Georgia — consequences and unresolved questions” — Gottingen Journal of International Law 1,2, p.341-364
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41 Moscow, Issue No. 13, 22.01.1992

42 some concise facts shall be cited herewith with regard to settlement of the Ossetian population in Shida Kartli,
Georgia and creation of the Autonomous Oblast.
In XI-XI1I cc. Alans (in the Georgian sources called “Ovsebi”) had a feudal state in the North Caucasus, which was
destroyed by the invasions of Mongols (X111 ¢.) and Tamer-Lane (X1V c.). Being forced to escape the valley regions of
the North Caucasus, Ossetians found shelter in a narrow gorge of the Caucasus mountain range. Later on they started
moving towards the Southern mountainside of the Caucasian mountain range. Starting from XVII-XVIII cc. a part of the
Ossetian nation settled north to the territory of Shida Kartli in Georgia.
Experiencing hardship and looking for better life the Ossetians were trying to get to the Georgian mountain villages and
often settled at the lands belonging to Georgian land-owners. The movement of the Georgian population from the
mountainous regions to the valleys due to the invasions from the North Caucasus and the relatively favorable economic
conditions in lowlands also contributed to this process.
Ossetians were mostly settling in the gorges along the rivers Didi Liakhvi, Patara Liakhvi and Ksani. Later the Ossetian
population settled in the Gori and Dusheti administrative regions of Georgia. A relatively small part of the Ossetians
settled in Racha administrative unit. The gratitude of Moscow for involvement of Ossetians in the 1921 intervention of
Moscow resulted into the decision of the latter to establish the South Ossetian Autonomous Oblast. Stalin and
Orjonikidze did their best to accomplish the Plan, however were hampered with the obstacles. The People’s
Commissariat of Internal Affairs of Georgiareported as follows: “there is no geographical entity, such as South Ossetia
... There are only different regions inhabited by Ossetians, which are not in any way connected neither in terms of
economic nor topographical linkage.” The People’s Commissariat considered inadmissible the creation of the oblast on
the expense of inclusion of the Georgian villages of Gori, Dusheti and Racha administrative units into it, as the
population of these villages categorically opposed the idea. However, the oblast was created on 31 October, 1921. It is
apt to remind the reader that at that time in the administrative center of the oblast — Tskhinvali there were only 2
Ossetian families residing, while tens of thousands of Ossetians were dispersed throughout the other territories of
Georgia. (by the end of 1980ies, in 1991-1992).
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